Ai la ‘ong to’ nghé bao cia Viét Nam?
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Gia Dinh B4o 1a to bao bang chit qudc ngit dau tién cua Viét Nam duoc phat hanh
nam 1865. Chinh 6ng Truong Vinh Ky la nguoi viét thu dé nghi chinh quyen
Phap lap to bao bang chit qudc ngit nay, va dit 1am nhirng chit in & Phap dé c6
thé i in chir qudc ngir. Khi to Gia Pinh Béo ra doi ong Truong Vinh Ky da hop tac
va viét trong t& bao ndy ngay tir dau. Tuy nhién ban dau day chi 1a mot to cong
béo cua chinh phii Phap nham dang nhiing cong vin, nghi dinh ciia chinh quyén
Phap va nhirng tin tic dia phuwong. To bao ban dau do mot ngudi Phap tén Ernest
Pottea lam chil bat. Chi dén nam 1869 khi 6ng Truong Vinh Ky thay thé Ernest



Pottea trong chirc vu nay, thi nd1 dung t& bao mdi phong phu hon, voi nhirng bai
nghién ctu vé lich st, nhirng muc tho, chuyén ¢6 tich v.v... Vi to Gia Dinh Béo
ong Truong Vinh Ky di tién phong trong viéc truyén ba va phat trién chir qudc
ngir, khuyén khich dan ching hoc mét van ty méi ma nguoi dan nao ciing c6 thé
doc dugc.

Ong da van dung kién thirc Tay hoc va Nho hoc cua minh, dé ¢b dong cho mot
161 hoc méi nham dua dat nude vao con duong canh tan. Tiéc ring 6ng Truong
Vinh Ky chi 1am chii but to Gia Pinh Bao duoc 5 nim, qua ndm 1874 chinh quyén
thudc dia cua Phap da léy lai to Gia Dinh bao va st dung to bao nhu vai trdo mot
to cong bao lac ban dau, tir 16 trang t& béo bi rat lai con 4 trang!

Sau to Gia Dinh Bao ong Truong Vinh Ky con la nguoi 1ap ra to bao qudc ngir
tr nhan dau tién cua Viét Nam, d6 la nguyét san Thong loai khoa



trinh (Miscellanées), do dng tu bo von xuat ban va diéu hanh. Théng loai khoa
trinh 1a mot to nguyét san vé van hoa va gido duc ra déu dan hang thang ké tir
nim 1888. Ngoai day chir Han, chit Phap, con c6 nhimg bai giang nghia vé luan
1y, khao ctru vé thi ca, phong tuc, nghién ctru vé thuc vat, dong vat, van hoa, my
thuat, lich str, dia 1y, danh nhan va suu tam, dich thuat. Dic biét “Suu tim” 12 muc
phong phi nhat cia to nguy¢t san Thong loai khoa trinh. Ong d3 suu tam duoc
rat nhiéu bai dong dao, cau db, bai vé ... va viét nhiéu bai giai thich cac 18 tuc
Thanh minh, Tam nguyén, Doan ngo, Trung thu, Trung ctru. .. cling nhu chu thich
cac dién tich, tir ngir. Ong suu tam nhleu bai tho cua Bui Hiru Nghia, Ton Tho
Tuong, Phan Thanh Gian, gi6i thiéu tiéu st Nguyén Trai, Ly Thuong Kiét, Mac
binh Chi, Nguyén Hién, Phung Khic Khoan, Nguyén Binh Khiém, Ha Ton
Quyén ...

Vi day 1a mot to bao nham muc dich gido duc pho cap khong vi thuong mai, nhu
6ng Truong Vinh Ky dd néu r6 trén bao: “mién 14 ban duoc ldy tién ma tra tién
t6n phi ma in, cho tién viéc hoc, thi 1a toai chi, chang ki 13 ¢6 10i”, t& Nguyét San
sau hai nim an hanh déu dan duoc 18 sd da phai dong cira do bao phat hanh
khong bu dap noi chi phi, khién 6ng Truong Vinh Ky 1dm vao canh bi d6 ng vi
thiéu Von Trong sb cudi cung 18, phat hanh thang 10 nam 1889, Truong Vinh
Ky di viét: “Nay vi boi khong c6 von cho du in luén Thong loai khoa trinh nira
nén ta cuc chang d, phai dinh in”.

Khong chi 1a ngudi 1am chu to béo tu nhan dau tién, 1a chii but bao tiéng Viét dau
tién, Truong Vinh Ky véi s hoc clia minh, con cong tac v6i nhiéu td bao Phap
ngitr, Viét ngit khac nhau. B&i vay ma trong Sai Gon nim xua, cu Vuong Hong
Sén cho rang 6ng Truong Vinh Ky “Ia t6 nghé bao qudc vin ta vay”.
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