April Poem for My Homeland, Vietnam
Tho Thang Tu Cho Qué Huong
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April has come round again
Bringing blooming flowers

And lush green across the land.
This morning, sunny blue sky
With soft patches of white clouds
To relax the wandering mind...

Quay vong lai thang tu roi

Mudn hoa né rd, dat tréi tham xanh
Sang nay trai dep, nang hanh

Kia lan may trang nhe nhang bay bay

Somewhere amidst the tall fir trees,
Birds are tweeting to each other,

A music concert of harmony in nature
Providing a delightful aural feast

To lighten one’s heavy spirit.



Tiéng chim lanh 16t rirng cay

Pay dong suéi nhac hoa hai thién nhién
Nhe nhang am hudng trién mién

Nghe l6ng ém diu noi niém day voi ...

Willow branches sway gently by the lake
Magnolia petals dreamy white and delicate
Cherry blossoms, a cheerful pink, greet the wind
A perfect day and setting for poetic dreams.

Mo mang liéu rii ho soi

Méc lan trang min, héng tuci anh dao

Pon xuan, hoa mim cudi chao

Mot ngay tuyét dep ... dua hon vao ...coi tho

Enchanted Spring is here in April

The earth vibrantly alive with verdant growth
Nature smiles brightly with flowers

Scent of poetry in the air

Yet, my heart’s filled with sadness

This month, it was, many years ago,

From our beloved homeland, we fled.

Nang Xuan diém ao dén roi

Thang tu, mat dat ndy chéi mam non

Thién nhién rang rd luc, hong

Huong Tho man mac khap cung khéng gian...
Sao long ta van buén ménh mang

Nam xua cling thang tu nay,

Qué huong yéu dau mot ngay rgi xa !...



Our homeland,

A land of peace-loving and enduring people,

A land of poets, of heroes and heroines,

A land rich with four thousand years of history

With a culture deeply rich in mythology and poetry,

But ravaged by wars,

And the obsessive greed of our northern neighbor,

Who sought to rob us of our freedom and the fruits of our labor!

Qué Huong chung ta,

Vung dat caa dan toc kién cudng, yéu chudéng hoa binh
Vung dat caa thi nhan, anh hung, liét nir

V@i hon bon ngan nam lich sur trai dai

VGi nén van héa ngat huong thi ca va huyén thoai
Nhung bi canh tan khoc cta chién tranh

tir long tham khéng day caa lang giéng phuong bac
Ho mudn béc 16t sirc lao dong

Ho mudn cudp di Tu Do cia ngudi Viét !

Vietnham, O Vietnam!
For centuries you had borne the chains of foreign domination
For centuries you have risen and fought against Chinese invasions

Viét Nam, HGi Viét Nam
Bao nhiéu thé ky chiu géng cum ngoai toc
Bao nhiéu thé ky vung lén khang chién chéng giac Tau

I can still hear
The echoes of Mé-Linh drums,
The calls to arms for men and women to fight for Freedom,



The thunderous stomp of white elephants, bearing women
generals,

Chasing unwelcome invaders back to their borders.

Ta con nghe

tiéng vong trong Mé Linh,

kéu goi ngudi dan gianh doc lap cho qué hucng
Tiéng chan dan voi nhu sdm sét hung cudng
Trén lung ching nhirng nir anh hung déan toc
Rugt dudi gidc xam lang tré vé bién gidi.

I can still see

In the waves of Bach-Dang river

The fire and smoke of many battles;

The river a dark red with blood of Mongol invaders,
The Mongol hordes that conquered China,

Were severely beaten time after time

By the Vietnamese people

United in Fighting Spirit As One Man!

Ta con thay,

trong séng nudéc Bach Pang

Khai Itra chién tranh

Dong séng dé tham mau gidc Méng Co
Giac Mong do tung chinh phuc Trung Hoa
da ném mui tham bai bao lan

dudi su doan keét

Triéu Triéu Ngudi, Long Nhu Mot

Cua giong giong Lac Hong...

Vietnam, O Vietnam,
The land of elegant, modest, and brave women.
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In peaceful time, she takes care of the family
During wartime, she’ll put on soldier clothes

To fight the enemies.

Self-sacrificing is she, the Vietnamese mother
Always providing her children the best she can offer
Beautiful is the Vietnamese lady,

In her traditional ao-dai dress,

Showing her lovely figure in world fashion’s best.
Elegant and charming is the Viethamese beauty
With voice sweet as music

and playful manners to heart-tease...

Viet Nam, HGi Viéet Nam

Vung dat cia nhirng ngudi phu nir thanh lich,
khiém ton va can dam

Thgai binh, ho cham soc gia dinh

Thai ly loan, khoac ao linh chéng quan thu

Ho cham lo va hy sinh cho con cai,

dudgc nhirng diéu tét dep nhat ma ho cé thé lam
Oi, ngusi me Viét Nam ...

Ta ao dai tha thuét gép sac huong cung thdgi trang thé gigi
Nét thanh lich, vé kiéu my la giai nhan xtr Viét
Giong ém nhu suéi nhac,

IGi n6i doan trang, diu dang....

Vietnam, O Vietnam,

The land blessed with many beautiful sceneries.

In the North,

World-famous Ha Long bay and “Return Sword” lake,

Must-see sights for the world travelers to enjoy during their stay.
In the Central,

History becomes alive in a visit to the Hue palaces,
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And from the boats on the Perfume River
With"”opera-folk” singing carried by the wind,

Bring forth nostalgic memories and love for our fellow
Vietnamese.

In the South,

The capital city Saigon bustles with vibrant life,

From early morning to past midnight,

Viet Nam, HGi Viéet Nam

Vung dat cua danh lam, thang canh

Mién Bac,

vinh Ha Long tiéng tam hoan vii

H6 Hoan Kiém thang canh “phai xem"” cho du khach phucong xa
Mién Trung,

Lich s nhu séng lai

khi viéng tham cung dién Hué xua

Tu nhirng chiéc thuyén trén giong song Huong
Diéu ho Hué thoang trong lan gio

Chg hoai niém va tinh yéu qué hucong

Mién Nam,

Thu do6 Sai Gon tran sir'c song

Tu sang s6m dén qua nua khuya

With sidewalk food carts and small shops along the streets.
The lively sounds and sights of a city that never sleeps.
Nearby, the cities of NhaTrang and VungTau:

Destinations for the world’s most beautiful beaches...

Nhirng quan hang rong, nhirng tiém hang doc theo phé xa
Nao nhiét, song dong cua thanh pho khong bao gic ngu
Gan do, thanh phé Nha Trang, Viing Tau

Ngi dirng chan khach du lich dén nhirng bai bién tuyét vai....
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VietNam and Vietnamese,

The land and language of poetry,

Where musical intonation is inherent in the language,
Where the phrase “beautiful like a poem” is fairly common,
Where almost anyone you meet on the street,

May have written a few love poems

Or can easily recite many lines of popular folk verses.

It's often said that every Vietnamese has the heart of a poet.

Viét Nam va tiéng Viét

Vung dat va ngon ngir cia thi ca

Trong ngon ngir da chira luon nhac diéu

“Dep nhu tha” la cau néi phé théng

Khi Ban gap mét ngugi Viét ngoai dudng pho
C6 Ié nguai dé da tirng lam tho

Hoéc thudc long nhiéu van tho néi tiéng

C6 cau néi la “moi ngudi viét déu cé hon thi si”

VietNam, O VietNam,

Homeland of poets, of self-sacrificing ancestors.
Throughout history, you had fought off all foreign invasions.
But now,

Our lands are no longer protected through battles,

But either sold or leased for decades to our millennial-old
northern aggressor.

Until when,

Will the Vietnamese people stand up and be united
To help the Motherland survive on the world’s map,
To protect our mother tongue and cultural heritage,
For the future generations of the Viethnamese race.



Viét Nam, haGi Viét Nam

Vung dat caa thi nhan, anh hung liét nir

May ngan nam chéng duéi gidc xam ling

Nhung bay gic,

dat dai caa ching ta khéng con dugc bao vé bang binh luc
Ma lai dem cho thué, ban cho bon giac xam lang
Biét dén bao gic

ngugdi Viét cung dirng day dong long doan két
giup qué hucong ton tai manh du d6,

bao vé tiéng Me va di san van héa than thuong
cho nhirng thé hé sau caa giong giong Lac Hong.

Vuong Thanh
04.2013
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