CHINH TA TIENG VIET
Ngb Thi Quy Linh

O Hoa Ky da lau, néu chung ta dé y, mdi khi cAm séch béo cua ngudi Hoa Ky 1én doc thi
thdy nhitng I15i chinh ta gan nhu 13 khong c6. Nhiing tac gia viét sach, ky gia viét béo c6 thé 1a
ngudi ¢ nhiéu dia phuong khac nhau, c6 thé cach phat am cua ho ciing hoi khac nhau di nita, vi
du quy vi nghe mot ngudi goc Texas lau doi va mot ngudi ¢ Dong Bic Hoa Ky tir 1au thi quy vi
c6 thé nhan ra su khac biét trong cach néi cua ho, nhung khi viét thi chinh ta tiéng Anh thuong
chi c6 mot cach viét dung. Theo nhu chung t6i dwoc biét, trong cac nha xuat ban Hoa Ky, c6
nhitng nguoi chuyén mén vé Anh vin doc cac ban thao va sira tirng 15i chinh ta mot.

O trong cac truong hoc Hoa Ky, chiing tdi biét cac hoc sinh Hoa Ky hiang nim hay thi
mon Spelling Bee, tirc 1a mon thi danh van tung chit cho dung. Mon thi nay rat hao hang, 6 tir
cap dia phuong dén quéc gia. Hoc sinh du thi Spelling Bee toan qudc dén du thi tai tha d6 Hoa
Ky trong khoang cudi thang Nam hang nam. Hoc sinh nao doat giai nhat dem vinh du vé cho
truong hoc va c& nhan minh, va rat hanh dién véi vinh dy dé.

Nhu vay ching ta c6 thé thay 1a ngudi Hoa Ky rat chi trong dén chinh ta tiéng Anh, ¢6
gang viét chir cia ho cho that ding chinh ta.

Néu chdng ta mong cho tiéng Viét duoc trong sang, thi diéu dau tién can lam Ia viét
chinh ta cho dang. O Viét Nam, cac nha vian ndi tiéng thuong chi y dén viéc viét chinh ta cho
dang. Nha vin Nguyén Hién-Lé trong tuyén tap Muoi Cau Chuyén Van Chwong (Van Nghé xuat
ban, Hoa Ky 1986) c6 bai viét “Nira Thé Ki Chanh Ta Viét Ngir” trong d6 6ng nhic dén vi thay
cua 6ng la nha van va nha gido Bui Ky. Nha van Hién-Lé ké rang trong nhiing budi hoc tiéng
Viét, cu Bui Ky co6 dan hoc tro:

- Béo chi bay gio viét sai nhiéu, cac 6ng nén doc to Thuc Nghiép, to Ay it sai.

Nha vin Hién-Lé tdm sy rang “tGi nay tdi van nhé 1o khuyén cia Cu, vi lan d6 1a 1an dau
tién maot bac thay nhac ching t6i phai cha y toi viéc dung tiéng Viét cho ding va viét cho dang
chéanh ta.” Ong bao 1 tuy nhd 10i thay dan nhung “héi 4y ti van chua cho bai hoc dé 1a quan
trong. Vi ba I&: thu nhét, toi dau cd y viét van Viét; thir nhi, nhitng to bao Cu ché 1a viét sai [ vi
du nhu Ngo Béo, Phong Ho6a] lai ¢ nhiéu cay bat ndi danh, vay thi viét tring chua phai 12 viét
hay, ma viét hay thi chang can phai viét tring (t6i nghi nhu vay); thir ba, c6 mot s6 tiéng [chii]
mdi nha viét mot khac, nhu day lung hay gidy lung, canh sudng hay canh xuéng, xuyt nira hay
suyt nita, dong nudc hay giong nudc, van van, biét ai tring, ai trat, tu dién dau ma tra?”

Sau khi ra truong Cong chanh, Nguyén Hién-Lé duoc bd vao Nam lam viéc. Lac nay éng
méi ¢6 thi gio doc sach béo Viét ngir va cd y dinh mudn viét van. Ong phé binh chinh ta trong
bao chi Ilc ay nhu sau: “ Md&i v Saigon, doc cac nhat bao Tin Bién, Than Chung, Saigon, toi
thiy chudng mat vé nhitng 161 at, &c, ac, an, ang, in, inh, héi ngd, v.v... Nha bao gi ma sat thi
viét ra sdc, cudn viét ra cusng, cay cau viét ra cay cao...; con nha gido gi ma khong phan biét
duoc hoivanga ...!
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Nhung sach b&o cua Tu Luc vin doan, caa nha Tan Dan, in lam s, x, ch, tr, d, gi, r thi tdi
lai khdng thay chuéng; va chinh ti viét thu cho ba con, ban bé cir 1am hoai: trai soai, cai suong,
danh tay, gigy dién...; nguoi than c6 nhic nhé thi méi dau lai cho 1a vé chuyén. Trd doi nhu
vay.”

Nha van Hién-Lé nhan thiy nguoi tri thic trong Nam ciing chi trong dén chinh ta, c6
cudn Pong Am tue vi, trong khi do & ngoai Bic khdng cd. May sao, lic 4y cudn Viét Nam Ty Pién
caa hoi Khai Tri Tién Dtc ra doi.

Ong nhan xét phai tap chl y dén viéc chanh ta tiéng Viét tir khi mai bat dau hoc va luyén
cho quen thi dén 25-30 tudi mai viét dung duoc. Vi can phai tao thanh nép, quen mat vai chir
viét dung chinh ta.

Ong lay vi du tén caa mot tac pham tiéu thuyét rat noi tiéng thoi do: Giong té cua nha
van Vii Trong Phung. Ong viét nhu sau:

“Khi nhin ca tram lan chir Gidng té in rat 16n trén bia mot cudn truyén, ca ngan lan chir
xir dung, so xudt trén mit cac to bao; khi da ca chuc nim quen viét soi gidy, gidn gi, vi khi, dé
khan... thi ti khi biét viét vay la sai, ngudi ta ciing ctr quen tay (ma quen tay mot phan ciing do
quen mit) ha bat viét nhu vay ma khong ngo rang sai. Vi tdi chic khong cd nguoi cam bt nao
viét méi nam ca ngan trang ma chiu do ting chir xem c6 sai chanh ta khong, nhat 1a trong khi y
duong doi tudn ra that mau ra ngoi viét; roi khi doc lai, ciing it ai chd y stra chanh ta, ma thuong
chi stra y stra 10, vi kho 1am ba viéc d6 ddng thoi dugc. Tom lai, mudn viét tring chanh ta thi
phai c6 thoi quen viét tring da, ma théi quen nay chi co thé tap duoc tir hoi méi cip sach di hoc.
Lén 1én roi moi sira, nghia la tao mot thoi quen méi dé diét mot thdi quen cii, 1a viéc rat l1au va
rat kho.”

Trong nhiéu nam doc séach, tap viét vin va di day tiéng Viét, tdi nhan thay c6 may cach
sau ddy gilp viét chinh ta tiéng Viét cho ding:
1/ theo giong doc, c6 nghia 14 nghe sao viét vay. Theo cach nay, thi phai hoc phat 4m cho dung.
Néu phat am khong dung thi khong thé theo giong doc ma viét. Tiéng Viét chi co mot cach viét
dung, nhung lai ¢6 nhiéu giong, giong Bac, giong Trung, giong Nam, v.v... Theo giong ma viét
thi ¢6 nhiéu khi viét sai chinh ta. Vi du: day hoc, thirc day
2/ phuong phép phan biét, dé tranh sy 1am Ian.
3/ theo su quen dung, nhd di hoc, doc sach, doc bao, ding tu dién dé tra chir viét cho ding, v.v...
4/ theo tu nguyén, nghia 1a theo goc cua chir dy. Cach ndy mat nhiéu cong phu vi can phai hiéu
nghia cta timng chit, biét xuat xu tir dau, thi méi biét cach ma viét cho dung. Tuy nhién cach viét
theo tu nguyén lai lau bén hon, vi mot khi dd hiéu rd nguyén nghia cua chir thi dé nhé céch viét
chir ay.

Theo kinh nghiém cua ching t6i, cach d& nhat Ia tra tw dién. Co ngudi lai néi 1a tu dién
c6 khi khong gidng nhau. Cung mét chir ¢ thé hai cudn tu dién viét hai cach khac nhau. Tuy
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nhién d6 chi 1a mot sé trudng hop ngoai 1€, hau hét cac chir thuong dung in trong céc tu dién déu
phai giéng nhau.

Chung t6i xin dé nghi mot sb sach tai liéu va tu dién ma ching ta c6 thé dung dé tham
khao, hoc hoi, doc thém mdi khi can viét tiéng Viét 1am sao cho ding chinh ta.

Néu chiing ta mong cho tiéng Viét duoc trong séng thi diéu dau tién can 1am la viét chinh
ta cho dang.
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Henri Maspéro, mot hoc gia nghién ctru vé ngon ngit Viét vao tién ban thé ky ther 20, cho
rang: Tiéng Viét 1a mot hdn hop tron 13n caa nhiéu tha tiéng khac nhau vi séng chung dung voi
nhitng dan tdc khac nhu Nhat, Cham, M& Lai, Mén-mén, Trung Hoa, v.v...

Ngoai viéc muon 13n tiéng cua nhau, tiéng Viét con chiu anh huong caa phong thd dia ly
trong viing khién cho tiéng Viét khac véi nhiing tiéng khac ¢ cach phéat &m va giong hoi nga, sac,
huyén, nang va ngang.

L&i vé am khéi dau
Phét &m cac chix bat dau bang g, h, qu, ng cho rd. Vi du: goa, hoa, qua, ngoa
Phat am céc tiéng khoi dau bang s, x; d, gi; tr, ch (Bac: tra --—- cha); r, d (Bac: ra --- da); d, r
(BAc: ra ré --- di dé); v thanh ra d (Nam: vé --- dia);
* Nguoi Bic doc khdng phan biét s va x.

Tiéng d6i c6 tiéng khoi dau bang am s thi tiéng sau ciing 1a s. Vi du:
San sé, say sua, siC S, SOn so, sira sang, sitng sot, sa st, suy sup, sudng si, ...

Tiéng d6i c6 tiéng khai dau bang &m x thi tiéng sau ciing 1a x. Vi dy:
Xa x0i, xinh xan, xanh xao, xang x4i, xé xich, xin xo, Xui Xé0, Xau xi, xong xudi, ...

Tiéng d6i khai dau bang am | thi tiéng sau 1a x. Vi dy:
Lao xao, lang xing, ldo xao, 14¢ XAc, 1ép xép, lup xup, ...

* Nguoi Bic hay Nam déu khong phan biét gi va d.

Néu chling ta phan biét duoc chir ¢ gbc Han (goi 1a chir Han-Viét) thi ciing dé& phan biét
duogc chir ndo bt dau bang d va chir nao bit dau bang gi.

da: dung dé gac vat gi

da: ban dém

da: déng noi - dan da (dan 1am ruong), da chién (danh nhau & khoang ddng rong), d sir (sir
cua tu gia), da thu (tha vat & dong qué)

danh: tén goi - danh bat, danh ca, danh cam, danh y, danh du (tiéng tam tdt), danh vong

dao: lay d6ng, mét thir ngoc tot, cau hat, xa — dao cim (dan trang tri bang ngoc)

C6 nhitng chit chi ¢6 chit Ném va bat budc phai viét nhu thé, ciing nhu c6 nhirng chir Han-
Viét phai viét nhu thé va do d6 khong nham lan duoc.
dudong: nudi
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diéu: tinh khéo, tinh dep (c6 thé nham véi ruou, doc theo giong Béc)
diép: la cay
diét: dut, hét

Nhiing chit Han-Viét doi ra chit Nom, tr --- gi

Tranh --- gianh, truong --- givong (bang hiéu), trao --- gidu (ché gidu), tri --- gitr (bao tri ---
gitt gin), trdm --- gim

Chit Nom dbi tur tr ra gi

troi --- gioi, trang --- gidng, tranh --- gianh, trin --- giun, trai ---- giai, tran trdi --- gian gidi,
trai --- giai, tran trua --- gian giua, tro --- gio

Nhitng chit Han-Viét doi ra chit Nom, s --- gi
Sét --- giét, sang ---- giwdng

Chir Han-Viét am h, nh doi ra gi cua tiéng Nom
Hai --- giay, han --- gian, hiép --- gidp

Tiéng d6i khoi dau bang gi
giac gid, giuc gid, gidu giém, gianh giut, gioi giang, gia gian, ...

Theo Henri Maspéro thi tiéng Viét thé ky thir 17, diing nhu cach ghi cia cd Alexandre de
Rhodes, ¢6 ba loai am khoi dau: bl, ml, tl, sau bién doi dan thanh tr, gi.

Tiéng Viét thé ky thir 17 | Tiéng Bac Tiéng Bac-Trung Tieng Nam
bloi gioi troi troi
blau giau tru trau
blai giai trai trai
tlam tram tram tram
tlan trén tran tran
tle tré tré tré
tlén trén trén trén
Am ml thi d6i ra nh hoac I, mat phan am m ¢ dau

mlam nham nham lam
mloi nhoi loi loi
mlat lat lat lat
mlat nhat lat lat

Nhu thé, loai am bl, tl cho ra gi va tr; am 1 ciing cho ra tr, nhu thi du sau day:

Leo --- treo; lau --- trau; l1éu --- tréu; lanh --- tranh; lon --- tron
Lén --- trén; 16n --- tron; 16 --- trd; 16i --- trdi; trét 16t; 16 - trd. ..
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* Tiéng Han-Viét khoi dau tr chuyén ra tiéng Nom

- am ch rat nhiéu nhu:

Tra --- ché; tran --- chén; tram --- chém; tram --- chim; trix --- ch@ra; trit --- cho; truc --- chuc;
truyén --- chuyén; ...

-amgi:

Tranh --- gianh; tram --- gim;

* Tiéng d6i

- khoi dau bang ch, tiéng sau ciing bang ch

chéc chan, chin choi, chen chlc, chitng chac

- khoi dau bang tr, tiéng sau cling tr
Trau tria, tram tro, tro troi

- am ch thuong di chung voi am |
L& ch3, lanh chanh, lau chau

Bai viét nay chi 1a mot tom tat danh cho hoc sinh hoc tiéng Viét & hai ngoai.

Ngb Th; Quy Linh
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