NHU'NG PIEU IT NGUO'I BIET VE
BAI HAT " KY VAT CHO EM "

Copied tir fb KHUNG TROT T DO
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Chac khong ngudi Viét ndo s6ng & mién Nam Viét Nam trong cudc chién tranh khdc liét
chdng lai sw xAm lwoc ciia Bac Viét ma khong biét t¢i ca khic “Ky Vat Cho Em”, véi
nhirng cau ca bi tham nhw sau:

Em hoéi anh, em hoi anh bao gi¢ tré 1ai? Xin tra 1o, xin trd 1o mai mot anh vé. Anh tré
lai, c6 thé bang chién thing Plei-me, hay Ditc Co, Dong Xoai, Binh Gia.

Anh tré vé, anh tré vé hang ciy nghiéng nga. Anh tré vé, c6 khila hom g6 cai hoa. Anh
tré vé trén chiéc bang ca. Trén trwc thing son mau tang trang.

Bai nay toi viét dé chia sé v&i nhirng ai c6 thé khong biét vé nhirng ciu chuyén lién
quan t&i bai nhac nay. Bai nhac nay dwoc nhac si Pham Duy phd tir bai tho “D€é Tra Loi
Mot Cau Héi” ctia Linh Phwong. Linh Phwong khi dé 1a Thiéu Uy Thiy Quan Luc Chién,
don vi Tiéu doan 6 Than U'ng Cam T, dang hanh quin & Chwong Thién. Sau nay, 6ng
giai thich 6ng viét “vi chirng kién sy bi thdm ma bao chi thoi biy gior chwa dé cap dén”.
Nguyén van bai tho nhw sau:

Em héi anh bao gi¢ tré lai. Xin trd loi mai mét anh vé. Khéng bang chién trdn Plei Me hay
Dirc Co - Pong Xoadi - Binh Gid.

Anh tré vé hang cdy nghiéng ngd. Anh tré vé hom gé cai hoa. Anh tré vé bdng chiéc bdng
ca. Trén trwc thang son mau tang trang.

Mai tré vé chiéu hoang trén ndng. Poncho budn liém kin hon anh. Mai tré vé bo téc em
xanh. Vi va chit khdn s6 vinh biét.

Mai anh vé em sdu thé thiét. Ky vdt ddy vién dan mau dong. Cho em lam ky niém sang
séng. Boi con gdi mot ldn dang dé.

Mai anh vé trén doéi nang gé. Bai tuwéng vé lam ga cut chdn. Em ngai ngung dao phé mua
xudn. Bén ngwoi yéu tdt nguyén chai dd.

Thi théi hday nhin nhau xa la. Em nhin anh - dnh mat chwa quen. Anh nhin em - anh sé c6
quén Tinh nghia cii mét ldn trdng troi.

Loi tho qua bi tham cho s6 phan ngwoi linh VNCH, nhwng qua ngoi bit cua nha phu
thily am nhac Pham Duy, bai nhac da nhanh chéng tré thanh top hit ciia nhitng nam
1970-71, khi cudc chién leo thang dén moi ngd ngach cia thanh pho.

Can noi thém, toi chup lai bdn nhac nay trén internet. Nguon “Vwon Tho Canh Nhan” da
khong con ton tai, nén t6i khéng thé hoi tai sao ban nhac nay viét 1a “Saigon 1968,
trong khi bai tho dwoc Linh Phwong viét dang trén bdo Poc Lap (do nha tho Tran Da
Tt lam cht bt) ngay 20 Thang Hai 1970 va di nhién Pham Duy phé nhac bai nay khi
doc thiy no trén bio. Ban “Ky Vit Cho Em” trén “Vwon Tho Canh Nhan” c6 1é dwoc
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chép lai sau nay & hai ngoai, vi ban goc dwoc xuat ban ndm 1970, trén d6 chi c6 tén
Pham Duy ma khong c6 tén Linh Phwong. N6i cach khac, “Ky Vat Cho Em” khong phai
ra doi & Saigon 1968.
Tré lai véi cau chuyén “Ky Vat Cho Em” trong dé lién quan Pham Duy va Linh Phwong.
Theo 1&i k€ lai cta chinh Linh Phwong, khi sy viéc v 1& lién quan téi tac quyén, Pham
Duy d3 tra cho 6ng 50 ngan dong (khodng nam lwong vang khi dé).
Trong héi ky ctia minh, viét nam 2008, Linh Phwong ké lai nhw sau:
“Mac du nhac s Pham Duy khéng dé€ tén minh, tdi vAn khong phan rng. Nhwng mot
nguoi ban cua toéi 1a Thién Hai, phong vién hang tin THT, di dwa 1én trang nhit cia mét
to' nhat bao, dai y tac gia bai tho “Ky Vat Cho Em” & binh chung TQLC sé kién Pham Duy
ra toa. Tiép theo la to tudn bdo S4n Khiu Truyén Hinh cho in mét bai viét dé cip dén
tién tac quyén, va tén Linh Phwong phai la dong tac gid ban nhac “Ky Vit Cho Em”.
Thoi diém by gio, & Sai Gon la thti d6 ctia mién Nam Viét Nam, c6 trén 20 to nhit bao
va 30 to tuan bao, ban nguyét san va nguyét san. Chuyén tac quyén gitra téi va nhac si
Pham Duy hau hét cac t& bdo déu cé diang thu Pham Duy gai toi (bién minh vi sao dng
khong xin phép tac gia trwdc khi phé thanh ca khic. Ong cho rang khong biét toi & dau,
nén c6 héi thi si Tran Da T vi bai tho hay, phu hop véi khong khi chién tranh khéc liét
dang xay ra, nén 6ng lay pho nhac) va thw toi tra 1oi nhac si Pham Duy.
Mot s6 tor bdo phong van toi, tor LAp Trudng clia gido sw Nguyén Ngoc Huy trong phong
trao Cap Tién thi dang hinh va ti€u st (t6i nhé khéng 1am thi ngwoi viét 1a ky gia Huy
Trwong). Sau gan mot thang 4m 1, ngwdi chdu nhac s Pham Duy 1a Pham Duy Nghia, si
quan Phong Tam Ly Chién, B6 tw 1énh Sw doan TQLC 1én phong Téng Quan Tri Sw doan
tim ho so cda t6i. MOt ngwoi ban tdi & phong nay héi anh ta tim hé so ai, anh ta cho biét
tim ho so Linh Phwong, nguwoi ban tdi chi anh ta noi t6i thuwdng xuyén c6 mit.
Cudi cung thi anh ta gap t6i tai 104/23 dwong Yersin, quan 2 (quan 1 bay gio), Sai Gon
(nha cida ban t6i la nha tho Vii Trong Quang). Sau d6, Pham Duy Nghia dwa t6i dén
phong tra Pém Mau Hong noi ban Thing Long thuong xuyén trinh dién. ¢ day, toi va
nhac si Pham Duy d4 c6 sw thong cdm trong van dé bai tho “Ky Vat Cho Em”. Nhac si
Pham Duy ché t6i trén chiéc Citroen Traction dén phong tra Queen Bee do nhac si Ngoc
Chanh ban Shotguns quan ly. O phong tra Queen Bee, nhac si Pham Duy giéi thiéu tbi
truwédrc cong ching vé tac gia bai tho “Ky Vit Cho Em”.
Sau cai bat tay gitra téi va nhac si Pham Duy, nhac si Ngoc Chanh, quai kiét Tran Vin
Trach, ni ca si Thai Thanh da trinh bay bai tho phd nhac nay. Sang hom sau, nhw 1o
hen, t6i dén tw gia nhac si Pham Duy & s6 215 E/2 dwong Chi Lang, Gia Pinh - Phu
Nhuén. Nha Pham Duy phia bén trai khi bwéc vao cong cw x4 Chi Lang. Tai day, toi gap
ca si Thai Hang - vo nhac s Pham Duy, Duy Quang - con trai, va ca si Julie vo Duy
Quang. Thai Hién Iic d6 hay con nho.
T6i an com trwa véi nhac si Pham Duy, xong ching toi ky hgp dong tién tac quyén bai
tho “Ky Vit Cho Em”. Trong hop déng tién tac quyén la 30.000 dong. Thoi diém do gia
vang, néu toi nhé khong 1am la khoang 10.000 dong - 12.000 déng mét lwgng, nhung
thuc t€ nhac s Pham Duy tra t6i 1a 50.000 dong (30.000 dong bang chéque nhan &
Phap A Ngan hang va 20.000 dong tién mat). Ve s& tién 20.000 dong tién mat, nhac si
Pham Duy bao t6i dirng tiét 10 khoan tién ngoai hop dong nay. T6i khong hiéu vi sao,
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nhung ciling khong thac mac”.

Pham Duy viét trong héi ky ciia 6ng vé sw thanh cong caa bai nhac nay nhw sau:

“Toi hat bai nay trwdc tién tai phong tra Ritz cia Jo Marcel v&i ban nhac Dreamers, roi
hau hét cac ca si tir Thai Thanh, Lé Thu, Khanh Ly qua Thanh Lan, Nhit Trwong déu thu
thanh vao bing nhac. Bai hat tré thanh mot hién twong 16m cta thoi d6. O phong tra,
khi ca si hat bai dé 1én, bao gi¢ cling c6 sw ndo dong noi khan thinh gid. Néu la thuwong
dan thi phan &ng ciing vira phai, nhwng vi h6i d6 dan nha binh & bén viung chién thuit
vé Sai Gon la di phong tra va khi trong dam thinh gia c6 mot si quan di nghi phép hay
mot thwong phé binh 14 c6 sw phan (rng ghé hon noi ngwdi nghe. C6 thé néi bai nay gay
mot Khéng khi phan chién, nhwng c6 mot cai gi cao hon chinh tri. N6 n6i dén dinh mang
cla con nguwoi Viét Nam ma ai cling phai chdp nhén...”.

Trong cuén “Understanding Vietnam”, xuat ban 1an dau nam 1993, noi trang 324, Neil
L. Jamieson viét vé bai nhac nay nhu sau:

“Still another song by Pham Duy became tremendously popular in Vietnam over the
next several years. The words were originally written by Linh Phuong, a young ARVN
combat officer, and then set to music by Pham Duy. A popular recording of this song
featured a muted trumpet in the background and was sung to a slow, majestic beat. It
was called ‘A Souvenir for You’:

You ask me, you ask me when will I return? Let me reply, let me reply, that [ will soon
return.

... L will return, perhaps as a wreath of flowers I will return to songs of welcome upon a
helicopter painted white.

You ask me, you ask me when will I return? Let me reply, let me reply, that [ will soon
return. [ will return on a radiant afternoon, avoiding the sun, wrapped tightly in a
poncho which covers all my life... [ will return, [ will return upon a pair of wooden
crutches, I will return, I will return as one with a leg blown off. And one fine spring
afternoon you shall go down the street, to sip a cold drink beside your crippled lover.
You ask me, you ask me when will I return? Let me reply, let me reply that I will soon
return. [ will return and exchange a moving look with you, I will return to shatter your
life. We shall look at each other as strangers. Try to forget the days of darkness, my
dear. You ask me, you ask me when will I return? Let me reply, let me reply that I will
soon return.

This was still a hit song in South Vietnam in 1971. By then the words had gained added
poignancy because the young man who wrote the lyrics was said to have been killed in
the war. It was a painfully disturbing experience to watch ARVN troops go into combat
operations listening to songs like this on their transistor radios”.

Toi tam dich:

“Mot bai nhac khac cia Pham Duy tré nén vo cung néi tiéng & Viét Nam vai nam sau dé.

Nhitng 1&i ndy do Linh Phwong, mot si quan chién dau tré tu6i ciia QLVNCH viét, sau do6
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dwgc Pham Duy phd nhac. Mot ban thu Am ndi tiéng cia bai hat nay c6 tiéng kén bi tat
tiéng va dwoc hat véi nhip diéu chim rai, oai nghiém. D6 1a bai “Ky vat cho em”.

Va sau khi da dich sang tiéng Anh mét phan quan trong ctia bai nhac, 6ng viét thém:
“Pay 1a mot bai hat ndi tiéng & mién Nam Viét Nam vao nam 1971. Luc d6, 1o bai hat
cang thém tham thia vi cé tin don la ngwoi thanh nién viét 1o bai hat da hy sinh trong
chién tranh. Thit 1a mét kinh nghiém dau dén khi chirng kién quin déi QLVNCH ra
chién tredng ma nghe nhitng bai hat nhw thé nay trén dai phat thanh ban dan cia ho”.
Chu thich:

Theo tac gid Neil L. Jamieson, ngwdi My thua cudc chién vi dén Viét Nam ma khong hiéu
gi vé van héa va lich st Viét Nam, nén 6ng viét cuén sach nay. Cuén sach day chwa téi
500 trang, nhwng khi ban ludn vé lich str cia Viét Nam trong thoi ky chéng Phap, hoang
than Cwdng D& va cac 6ng Phan Chu Trinh va Phan B6i Chau ciing dwoc nhac dén. D1
nhién phan 1&n cudn sach dwgc danh dé viét vé cudc chién tranh Viét Nam 1954-1975.
Khi nhac dén phong trao Nhan Vin Giai PhAm & mién Bic ndm 1955-8 & trang 258, 6ng
dich miy cAu tho cta ho:

T6i budc di khong thiy phé, khong thiy nha, chi thdy mwa sa trén nén co do.

[ walked and saw no streets and no houses, only rain falling upon the red banners.
(Nhat dinh thang, Tran Dan)
hay
T6i mu6n lam nha van chén thit... Yéu ai ¢ bdo la yéu, ghét ai ct bao la ghét... Du ai
cim dao doa giét, cling khéng no6i ghét thanh yéu.
[ want to be a true writer; When I love somebody, I say it outright, When I hate
somebody, I say so... Even if someone threatened to kill me with a knife, [ would not
say “Ilove” if | meant to say “I hate”.
(Loi me dan, Phung Quan)
Néu c6 phwong tién, cac ban nén doc cuén sach nay. Toi xin trich thém mét doan tac gia
viét trong phan dan nhap (Preface):
“Over two and a half million Americans went to Vietham, and over 55,000 of us died
there. We spent many billions of dollars in a losing cause that divided us as a nation,
battered our self-esteem, and eroded our confidence in both the morality and the
effectiveness of our foreign policy. Yet our understanding of this tragic episode
remains superficial and, I believe, in many respects simply wrong. We have failed to
understand our experience because, then and now, we have ignored the perspectives
of the people most deeply concerned with the war in which we became involved: The
Vietnamese, both our friends and our foes, as well as those who wished to be neither”.
Toi tam dich:
“Hon hai triéu ruedi nguoi My da dén Viét Nam, va hon 55.000 ngwoi linh cda chiing ta
da chét & d6. Chung ta da bo ra hang ty dola d€ dem dén mot that bai da chia ré ching
ta v&i tw cach 1a mét qudc gia, vui dip long tu trong cua ching ta va lam x6i mon niém
tin cia ching ta vao dao dirc, cling nhw vao hiéu qua ctia chinh sach d6i ngoai ciia
ching ta. Tuy nhién, sy hiéu biét ctia chiing ta vé giai doan bi thdm nay van con hoi hot
va, toi tin rang, & nhiéu khia canh, don gian 1a sai. Chung ta da khong hiéu dwoc kinh
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nghiém cta minh b&i vi, ngay lic d6 va ca by gid, chung ta da bé qua quan diém cia
nhirng ngwoi lién quan dén cudc chién ma ching ta da tham gia: Ngwoi Viét Nam, trong
s6 d6 c6 ban bé ctia chung ta, ké thu cta ching ta, va ca nhitng ngwoi khéng muédn tré
thanh ké thu cia ching ta”.

Tré lai véi bai nhac “Ky Vat Cho Em”, do 4p lwc tir Nha Chién tranh TAm ly QLVNCH,
nhac si Pham Duy da stra 101, va ciling ghi thém tén Linh Phwong vao ban nhac xuit ban
nam 1971.

Anh tré vé, anh tré vé hang ciy nghiéng nga. Anh tré vé, cé khi la mét chiéc vong hoa.
Anh tré& vé bang khtic hoan ca. Trén trwc thang vang troi thanh vang.

Anh tré vé nhin nhau rung dong. Anh tré vé chia sé doi em. Ta nhin nhau &nh mat chwa
quen. Co quén di nhirng ngay den tdi. Em oi!

Nhung c6 thé vi ly do ngudi Viét chi thich sy bi thdm, nén cho t&i ngady hom nay van chi
hat bai 6ng viét truwdc dé./

Linh Phwong

Chuyén Pén: V6 Pai Tén — Ngay 9.12.2023
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