NHIN LAI TRIET THUYET NHO-HOQC
Tac gia: Ngb Thi Quy Linh

Trong khi tim hiéu vé tam gido, t6i da tirng dat cau héi vé hoc thuyét Nho-hoc: Nho-hoc
c6 phdi 1& mét mén hoc hitu ich cho nguwoi doi khdng? Tai sao Nho-hoc lai diroc dung trong nén
gi4o duc lich triéu trong mét thoi gian dai khodng 700 nam? Néu doi trudc cho rang nén giao
duc nho-hoc c6 mét muc dich cao dep, tai sao ngay nay khéng con ai ngé ngang dén nira, thdm
chi da tirng ¢6 dir ludn cho rang nén gido duc theo Nho-hoc 1a nguyén nhan khién cho Viét-Nam
yéu kém, thua Tay-phuong?

Toi rdt mong déc gia vui 1ong cho tdi man phép trinh bay sw tim hiéu cua toi vé quan
diém cua gidi tri thirc Viét-Nam doi véi anh hieong cia Khong-tiz va Nho-hoc trong xa héi Viét-
Nam. Xin ding hiéu lam bai viét nay cd y bénh viec cho bat ciz cong viée gi dwong thoi hay y kién
nao cua ai.

Chung ta ngay nay duoc hap thu cac quan niém triét Iy Tay-phuwong, khac véi cac nha
nho thé ky tha 19 tro vé trudc ¢ Viét-Nam. Doi véi cac vi tién bdi, Tir-thir Ngii-kinh 1a céc sach
gdi dau givong, luan Iy nho-hoc 1a kim chi nam trong doi séng. Trong bao nhiéu thé ky, may ai
dam nghi dén viéc phé binh Nho-hoc? Ngudi ta chi mot muc tuan theo ma thai.

Bat ngo, mot s6 bién c6 & A-chau da lam xoay chiéu nén gido duc ¢ Viét-Nam. Sau ba
thap nién duy-tan thoi Minh-tri, nuéc Nhat chién thang Trung-Hoa (1894) va Nga (1904-1905).
Ngudi Nhat ¢6 v8 phong trao “A chau caa nguoi chau A”. Khoa ctr nho-hoc bi bai bo ¢ Trung-
Hoa (1905).

Nam 1911 xay ra cuoc Cach-mang Tan-Hoi ¢ Trung-Hoa, va nam 1917 cuéc Cach-mang
Théng Muoi ¢ Nga. Tréng guong Nhat-Ban, Nga va Trung-Hoa, si phu Viét-Nam né nic hoc
hoi theo Tay phuong. Phan Chau Trinh chu truong “Bét phé Han tu, bat tdc di ctu Nam qudc”
(khéng bo chir Han, khéng ctru dugc nudc Nam)

Phong trao cai cach ¢ Trung-Hoa do hai hoc gia Khang Htu Vi va Luong Khai Siéu
dung dau da c6 anh huong 16n dén sy tién hoa tu twong khap ving Vién-dong. Nhiing tac pham
nhu Cugc du hanh trong 11 xiz Au chau cua Khang Hitu Vi va Am-bang tdp cia Luong Khai
Siéu tro thanh sach gbi dau giwdng cua gidi nho si cuu hoc Viét-Nam. Céac nha nho Viét-Nam
ham mé doc nhitng loai sach nhu Contrat social (cua Jean-Jacques Rousseau), L Esprit des Lois
(ctia Montesquieu), v.v... va bo cac s&ch nho-hoc sang mét bén. Trong nhirng 1Gc chuyén tro, ai
ndy thuong nhic dén céc “thay Khang va Luong”. “Thay Lu” (Lu-thoa dich tir tén Rousseau),
“thdy Manh” (Manh-dac-tu-cuu dich tir tén Montesquieu) c¢6 dia vi gan nhu ngang véi Khong tir
va Manh tu.

Thé hé tré Viét-Nam dau thé ky thir 20 khdng mudn gitr lai Nho-hoc vi, theo ho, Nho-hoc
da 1a nguyén nhan gay ra su thua kém cua Viét-Nam. Cac thanh nién Viét-Nam bat man vi ho
cho 1a hoc ché duong thoi khdng thich hop véi su thay doi thoi cugc nén trén ra nuéc ngoai dé
hoc hoi.
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“Truéc chién tranh, nhimg ngudi cach mang An-nam tam trd & Hong Kong, &
Tau, Nhat va hoc ¢ cac truong DPai-hoc Nhat-ban hay Anh... Khi nguoi ta hoi ho tai sao
khdng theo hoc & Pong-duong, ho tra 16i: thuc dan khong 1am gi dé day d vi chi mé mot
thir hoc chinh thap let bet. Cho nén t6i dd mé nhiing lycée, truong cao-dang cho ngudi
An-nam d& khong ai duoc quyén nhac lai cau trén va tron khoi Pong-duong dé di hoc
nhitng bai day lam loan & chd khac.” (Albert Sarraut, Grandeur et Servitude coloniales,
Paris 1931)

Toan-quyén Albert Sarraut phai cho thay d6i hoc qui va bo cac chuong trinh Viét-Phép-
Han va Viét-Phap co tir thoi toan-quyén Beau (1908). Triéu dinh Hué bai bo khoa ctr nho-hoc.
Cac ky thi bang chir Han bij bo: khoa thi huong nam 1915 va khoa thi hoi nam 1918 1a nhiing
khoa thi nho-hoc cudi cuing.

Tur thap nién 1920 — 1930, Nho-hoc khéng con gitt dia vi doc tén trong pham vi tu tudng
ntra cho nén nhitng quan niém thudc hé tu tudng nho-hoc bi dem ra sat hach hoic cong kich, mot
diéu ma trude kia khdng hé co.

Mbt nha nho thich Iy luan nhu Phan Khéi (1887 — 1959) da phé binh Khong-tir 1a mot
“yo than luan gia” khong tin c6 quy than. Ong ché dao Trung-dung cia Khong-tir kho ma dem ra
thi hanh, dong thoi ché Khong-gido trai véi khoa hoc va c6 nhiéu diéu tré ngai cho khoa hoc.
Ong ciing ché rang quan niém trung-quan khéng hop thoi va di ting dem thuyét “tam cang ngii
luén” cua Nho-giao ra nghi luan.

Bui Cong Trirng (1905 — 1977) va Ngé Vin Trién (1901 — 1947) tranh luan vé van dé
“Khéng-tar co vii-tru-quan duy-vat hay duy-tam?” (Tao Pan s6 8, 16 Juin 1939). Bui Cong
Tring cho vii-tru-quan cua Khong-tir 12 duy-tam trong khi Ngo Vin Trién céi lai 1a duy-vat.
Phan Khoi khong chap nhan Khong-tir ¢ vii-tru-quan nao ca, néu c6 at “md tbi va yéu dudi”, va
két luan rang “Khong-tir chang duy-vat ma ciing chang duy-tim.” (Tao Pan s6 12, 16 Septembre
1939)

Hoc gia Tran Trong Kim (1883 — 1953), trong Loi Phdt Poan cua bo séch Nho-giao
(1930) do dng bién soan, ciing da nhan thay 1a “Nho-gido tu-hd cai nha cii dd ham-nat ca, dong
dén 1a @6 bep xudng.” Tuy nhién, hoc gia ho Tran hy vong rang tai liéu cua 6ng suu tap vé Nho-
gido co thé duoc cac nha nghién cau sir dung dé ké ciu va phé binh Nho-giao. Cho nén ong da
hoan tat bo sach Nho-gido (hai tap) véi y dinh “vé cho dung cai chan-tudng cia Nho-gido trai
qua cac thoi dai.”

Si-phu Duy-Tan Phan Bdi Chau (1867 — 1940) ciing dé lai di cao véi nhan dé Khong-
hoc-dang. Ong da khoi thao bo sach nay tir nam 1929 va hoan tit vao nim 1936. Nha xuét ban
sach Khong-hoc-ding da giéi thiéu vé sach nay trong d6 c6 doan néi rang:

“Cu Phan di dién giai tat ca nhitng phan cét yéu trong bd Tt Thu (gém Luén

Ngir, Bai Hoc, Trung Dung, Manh Ttr). Cu trinh bay mach lac kem theo nhitng thi du xac
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thue dé ngudi doc o thé thiu dao ¥ nghia trong 10i n6i caa thanh hién. Cu lai dinh chanh
nhitng chd chi giai sai 1am cua cac tién-nho, sai 1am vi kién thic bét cap hay vi cd y
xuyén-tac (nhat 1a cua gigi Tong nho). Cu bién luan ranh rg, lai néu ra nhiéu ching tich
Dong, Tay, kim, c6. Nhitng cau trong séch cé rat stc tich, chi thay d6i mot dau cham cau,
ngudi ta ¢6 thé hiéu bang nghia khac. Ngoai ra ¢6 nhitng chir ¢ nhiéu nghia, muén hiéu
cach nao tiy ngudi doc. DAy la nhimg diém dé cho cac nha phan-nho lgi dung xuyén-tac,
va ciing 1a cé dé ké néng can hiéu lam.

Pi danh rang khdng ¢ mot hoc-thuyét ndo toan bich, nhung it nhat nhitng nha
chd giai phai vo tu, dé nhan thiy nhimg wu diém trong d6.”

Trong phan mé dau sach Khang-hoc-diang (Pham 18), si-phu ho Phan d din trudc rang:

“HEé ai doc ban sach nay, truéc phai lap dinh mot cai chi-khi ty-nhién rang: “Ta la
Khong-tir, ta 1a Manh-tw, ta 1a Platon, ta 1a Emmanuel Kant, chang qua doi tuy c¢6 xua
nay, dat tuy c6 dong tiy, ma tim-1y in nhu nhau, thanh-hién tac 14 ta, ta tic 1a thanh-hién;
ta chi la nguoi hau-tién cia c6-nhan ma théi.”

Poc cau dé, chung ta thiy dugc cai tinh khéng phuc tang, khong nd 1& ¢6 nhan — ma 1a
nguwoi hdu tién cia ¢ nhan — da khién ong c6 thé dat dao thanh hién chir khéng bi tréi budc
trong céi hinh thac chat hep cua cac nha nho hwong-nguyén. Quan niém phuc tung, dugc xem
nhu 13 két qua cua luan-ly nho-hoc, da dugc dng giai thich lai cho xac dang nhu sau.

“T6i xin tom tat lai, xua 6ng thanh noi rang: phu phy, ti tir, phu phu, phu phy
nghia 14 cha phai hiép dao lam cha, con phai hiép dao lam con, chong phai hiép dao lam
chdng, vo phai hiép dao 1am vg. Ma ciing c6 nghia 1a: cha phai c6 nghia vu 1am cha, con
phai c6 nghia vu lam con, chong phai c6 nghia vu lam chéng, vo phai c6 nghia vu lam
vo. N6i tém lai: cha c6 nén cha thi con méi nén con, chong c6 nén chong thi vo méi nén
vo. May cau 4y thiét 1a cai guong cho sy phuc tung d6 vay. Vay nén ching ta phai biét:
phuc ting vé dao duc thi phyc ting l1a thanh nhan, phuc ting vé oai quyén thi phuc ting
la trau ngua. Piéu gi phai 18 ma khong phuc ting van 13 ngudi do, diéu gi tréi I8 ma ctr
phuc ting thi cling khong phai 1a nguoi hay, ay 1a luan Iy Pong phuwong ngudi ta cling
khdng c6 thé tai ma thay 6c duoc vay”.

Thuong-thu Than Treng Hué (1869 — 1925) la mot ngudi hap thu ca hai nén van hoa
DPong va Tay. Ong nguoi phu Thira-Thién, duoc di Phap hoc (cing véi Hoang Trong Phu va hoa
s L& Van Mién). Khi vé nuéc, duoc bd bién-tu Vién Co-mat, ting 1am quan & Trung va Bic,
lam ddc-hoc Trudng Hau-bd (1905), bdi-tham Toa Thugng-tham Ha-Noi (1913), duoc triéu vao
kinh (Hué) 1am thuong-thu Bo Hoc va Bo Binh (1921).

[Ong Than Trong Hué 14 than phu ciia ba Tran Vin Chwong, khué danh Than Thi Nam Tran. Ba Nam Tran
la than mau ba Ngd Binh Nhu, khué danh Tran Lé Xuan.]

Mic du theo Tay-hoc nhung 6ng cho rang dao Khéng 14 can ban luan 1y caa xa hoi Viét-
Nam nén 6ng da ban vé Trung va Hiéu trong bai Cung dich thanh y (Nam Phong Aot 1921).
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“Theo ¥ riéng toi thi x3-hoi nudc ta lay dao Buc Khong-tir 1am co-sé, ma dao
buc Khong-tir 1ay 18-nhac 1am tén-chi géc, vay thi 18-nhac 1a tén-chi gbc caa xa-hoi nudc
ta.

“Lé&-nhac I hai ton-chi ché khong phai hai chit thuong nhu chit khac; nhung ma
ngudi doi it ké hiéu hai ton-chi ay, twong 18 1a cung-té, nhac 1a tréng kén; chiang nhiing
ngudi bay gio it ké hiéu hai ton-chi 4y, chinh ngudi dong-thoi véi Dac Khong-tir ciing it
hiéu hai tdn-chi ay, cho nén Bic Khdng-tir tirc gian ma than rang: “Khi nguwoi ta noi rang
Ié, khi nguoi ta n6i rang 1é, ¢d phdi néi ngoc Véi lua vdy thay! Khi nguoi ta néi rang
nhac, khi nguroi ta ndi rang nhac, ¢6 phdi néi chudng véi trong vy thay!”

“L& la trat-tu (ordre), nhac 1a diéu-hoa (harmonie), ¢ trong vii-tru chd nao ciing co
I&-nhac, noi nao ciing c6 18-nhac, nghia 13 chd nao ciing o trat-tw diéu-hoda, noi ndo ciing
c6 trat-tu diéu-hoa, néu khong nhu vay, thi su sinh-tén khdng thé c6 duoc.

“Hét xuan dén ha, hét thu sang dong, 1a 1&-nhac, tuc 12 trat-tu diéu-hoda & trong troi
dat; nho ¢ thé ma mudn vat méi phat-sinh duoc. Néu xuan hanh ha lénh, thu hanh déng
I&nh, thi thién-khi quai-hoa, ma mudn vat ciing vi ¢6 ma dau ma chét.

“Vua lam nghia-vu Ciia vua, t6i lam nghia-vu Ciia t6i” 1a 1&-nhac, tac 1a trat-tuy
diéu-hoa & trong nudc; “cha lam nghia-Vu Cia cha, con lam nghia-Vu Cia con” 1a 18-
nhac, tic 1 trat-ty didu-hoa & trong nha. Khi vua Canh-cong nuéc Té nghe Buc Khong-
tr n6i may 1oi dy bén than rang: “Néu vua khéng lam nghia-vu cua vua, toi khdng lam
nghia-Vu Cua t6i, cha khong lam nghia-Vu Cua cha, con khong lam nghia-vu cua con, tuy
¢6 lia ching ta ha dwoc an ru!” Baoi vi vua khong lam nghia-vu cua vua, téi khong lam
nghia-vu cua toi, thi trong nudc khong I&-nhac, hay 1a khong trat-ty diéu-hoa, nghia 1a
nudc loan; cha khong lam nghia-vy cia cha, con khong lam nghia-vu cua con, thi trong
nha khéng 1&-nhac, hay la khéng trat-tu diéu-hoa, nghia 1a nha loan; nuéc loan nha loan,
thi tat phai ty-vong, cho nén ndi rang: “Tuy c¢é hia, ching ta ha dwoc an ru!”

“Mubdn gitr gin 1&-nhac, hay la trat-ty diéu-hoa ¢ trong nudc, thi phai tu long
trung; mudn giit-gin 18-nhac hay la trat-tu diéu-hda & trong nha, thi phai tu long hiéu.
Trung hiéu Ia hai céi linh-phu dé giit-gin trat-ty didu-hoa trong nuée trong nha vay.

“Trung w quan”, khdng phai la lam cho vua vui l1ong riéng, ma phai lo cho nudc
cang ngay cang thinh-vuong; “hiéu w than”, khong phai 1am cho cha me vui long mot
ltc, ma phai lo cho viéc nha cang ngay cang quang-xuong; nhung ma xwa nay nhiéu
ngudi hiéu sai cai nghia ay, c6 ké mudn vui 1ong vua, tim cach phung-nghénh, c6 ké so
phién 1ong vua, khdng dam can-ngin, dé cho viéc nudc phai ddi-bai; ¢6 ké chi biét & gan
cha me, sém khuya phung-dudng Ia tron phan lam con; nhitng ngudi hiéu hai chit trung
hiéu nhu vay 1a hiéu mot cach hep-hoi; hién bay gid ciing co6 ngudi tuong rang dén cira
vua ma cui dau vong tay la tan-trung, ky gié cha me ma c6 mam cao cd day Ia tan-hiéu.
Trung hiéu nhu vay thi d& 1am 1am, tré con lam ciing duoc! Phai hiéu rang vua vui long
chi bang thay viéc nudc cang ngay cang thinh-vugng; cha me vui 1ong chi bang thay viéc
nha cang ngay quang-xuong. Ai mudn tu long trung thi phai tim cach ma lam cho nuéc
thinh-viong, va phai gay-dung nhan-tai dé ngay sau gitip nuée cho sy thinh-vuong cang
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ngay cang thém; ai mudn tu 16ng hiéu thi phai lo viéc nha cho quang-xuong, va phai nudi
day con chau dé ngay sau viéc nha ct quang-xuong mai. Trung hiéu 1a mot 14 co dé dan
nude nha 1én duong tin-bd, nhung ma sy di téi Ay phai c6 18-nhac, nghia 14 phai c6 trat-
tur didu-hoa, ciing nhu mot toan binh di t6i ¢6 thi-tu va theo nhip kén”.

Trung va Hiéu la hai y niém phét xuét tir Nho-hoc, c6 anh huéng sau rong dén doi séng
xa hoi va gia dinh Viét-Nam. Biét bao nhiéu sinh hoat cua ca nhan da chiu sy chi phéi cua hai y
niém ay.

Trong qué khtr, chit Trung da tirng bi lam dung dé phung su ca nhan ngudi 1am vua thay
vi phung su dit nuéce, chir Hiéu da duogc truyén day sai lac, giam him ca nhan ngudi 1am con vao
trong nhitng hinh thérc luan Iy ¢ chéap, nhiéu khi khéng hop 1y, thay vi gitp c4 nhan ngudi lam
con dat dén duc Nhan.

Trong bai Cung dich thanh y, thuong-thu Than Trong Hué da chi cho ching ta thiy nén
quan niém vé Trung va Hiéu nhu thé nao.

Nha hoat dong chinh tri Nguy@&n An Ninh (1899 — 1943) di tirng tich cuc ¢ dong phong
trao Pong-Du va Pong-Kinh Nghia-thuc. Khi con nho, dng duoc cha va ¢d day qudc-ngir va chi
Phap. Nam 1918, 6ng dugc than phu cho di Phap hoc.

Trong mot lan dién thuyét & Khuyén-hoc-hoi, Saigon, ngay 15 thang Mudi ndm 1923,
6ng da dé cap dén quan niém Trung Th trong Nho-hoc nhu sau:

“Cai y ctia 6ng Khong, néu hiéu n6 cho tan, thi con ngudi ra cao rong. Vi dao cua
6ng Khong 1a buoc minh; ma 6ng Khong khai dau budc ké mudn hiéu dao cua dng
Khong, ké mubn téi cai dao cua 6ng Khdng, ké mudn hanh cai dao cua 6ng Khong, trudc
hét phai “tim cho ra nguén géc muén viéc 1am cia con nguwoi”, phai hiéu. Nhu vay sy
cong binh caa 6ng Khong 1a ¢ noi hiéu ma ra, ché chang phai 1a do theo tir cu, tir chit
trong Tw tho, Ngii kinh ma cu xir nguoi nhu cac quan toa do theo y luat ma xu vay. Hiéu
trude roi s& xir ngudi. Xét cho tan rdi s& xir ngudi. Thi ty nhién rd thay rang chi con céi
rong, cai dung thir thoi. Nhu vay thi con ngudi bude ngudi it hon budc minh, chi con biét
bugc minh ma thdi. Vi vay méi ra cai “Trung, Thir” 14 cai goc cia ké mudn 1am nguoi
theo nhur 6ng Khong day: Trung, dé budc minh, Thir, dé ddi véi ngudi.” (trich tir bai Cao
Vong Thanh Nién, 1923)

Niam 1930, hoc gia Pham Quynh (1892 — 1945), chii but Nam-Phong Tap-chi, nhan thay
rang chit nho dwong thoi khéng may ai hoc, chi con 1a thi tir van, nhung theo 6ng, Nho-hoc di
tirng gay dung nén tinh than nudc Viét trong ca ngan nam, khong 18 1 cai hoc sai 1am? Néu céi
hoc 4y sai, c6 hai cho x4 hoi thi nén bo di, néu céi hoc iy dung ma bi hiéu sai thi phai cai chinh
ma phat huy ra.

Nha van Pham Quynh néi rang trugc hét can tim hiéu nguyén do nao da dua dén nhiing
su hiéu 1am tai hai vé& Nho-hoc dé dén ndi ngudi doi nay budc cho Nho-hoc va cac nha nho céi
t6i lam mét nuéc.
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Pham Quynh di phan tich tinh thé Nho-hoc va vai trd cua nha nho & nuéc Viét ngay xua
nhu sau:

“Cai tén “nha nho” khéng nhiing 1a dé chi nguoi biét chit, hoc dao thanh-hién
trong Nho-gi4o, lai 1 chi mét giai-cap trong xa-hoi, tc 1a hang thuong-luu tri-thic trong
nude. Vi xua kia ngoai nho-hoc khéng c6 cai hoc nao khac nira, nén pham nguoi di hoc
1a hoc dao Nho hét ca. Pao Nho c6 cai dia-vi doc-tén, nén hau thanh nhu mot ton-giéo;
ma thuc ra ciing chinh 14 céi qudc-gi4o cia nudc Nam tir xua dén gio.

“Nhirng ngudi phung-su cai qudc-gido do, tirc 1a nha nho. Vay thoi nha nho 1a ké
¢6 hoc hanh, biét chit nghia; nha nho 1a bac thuc-gia xa-hoi trong nuéc; nha nho 1a tin-dd
cua céi ton-gido ho Khong. V& duong xa-hoi, vé dudng chinh-tri, vé duong tri-thac tinh-
than déu c6 mot cai dia-vi dac-biét, dbi vai mot cai chirc-vu dac-biét.

“Chirc-vu nay cao-qui, ¢ thé goi la mét thién-chic duoc, vi 1a chirc-vu hudng-
dao cho qudc-dan, 1am tiéu-biéu cho ca nudc. Nhu trong mot bai trude da néi, xa-hoi
nudéc ta chi ¢d hai giai-cap 16n: mot hang binh-dan, 1a dan qué 1am ruong, mot hang hoc-
thire, te 1a nha nho. Hang binh-dan coi hang hoc-thiic 12 thay day bao, 1a ngudi dua
duong, san long phuc-tong, khong co db-ky. Hang hoc-thirc ciing ty nhan céi chirc-trach
d6, khong lam-dung, khong kiéu-cing, vi coi minh nhu ké giéo-si ciia dao Khong Manh,
thién-ha tho 1 tho dao, kinh 1a kinh dao, ma nhd cai du-oai cua ton-gido mai khién cho
minh ¢6 mot dia-vi tdn-trong vay. Mudn cho xing-dang voi dia-vi do, thoi nhu 6ng linh-
muc tuyén-truyén dao-gido, phai dem cai dao cua thanh-hién, cai hoc cua tién-nho ma
truyén day trong dan-gian, dem than tiéu-biéu cho danh-gido, ho-vé cho dao-dirc. Ma that
thé; nha nho chan-chinh thyc Ia chtc linh-muyc caa dao Khong Manh. Pao nay la mot dao
thong-thudng, mot dao nhap-thé, khong c6 gi 1a siéu-nhién than-bi, cho nén nhitng nguoi
tuyén-truyén phung-su ciing khong can phai phat-nguyén tu-hanh gi. (...)

“Danh-gi4o la danh-phan gido-hoa, 13 cai givong-mdi 16n cua x&-hoi nude Nam,
1a c&i muc-dich thiét-tha cho su-nghiép than-thé cua nha nho vay.

“Nguoi nao trong x&-hoi ciing c6 danh-phan ciia ngudi ay: 1am cha, lam con, lam
chdng, 1am ban, 1am t6i, 1am vua; sira minh, t& nha, tri nudc, binh thién-ha, phan cé thap
cao, danh c6 16n nho, ma ai ai ciing phai an ¢ Iam sao cho xuang danh tron phan; di-luén
la phép ca, dau tr troi dat van-vat ciing khong thé lot ra ngoai phép-tic thién-nhién.
Nhiing phép-tic ay, dbi véi cudc nhan-sinh, tng trong vong nhan-su, da do cac bac
thanh-hién doi xua nghién-tinh dam-t, ngdm-nghi sau-xa méi phat minh ra, doi doi
truyén lai dé 1am cai guong xu-thé cho ngudi doi. Tiép lay nhitng 10i gido-huan do, tng-
dung vao cho minh, rdi truyén-ba ra cho ngudi, 4y ciing 1a phan sy cia ngudi mudn séng
lam ngudi mot cach cé y-thuc. (...)

“P3 hay ring cai cong dé-tao duy-tri cho qudc-gia 1a cong chung cia ca céc tién-
dan ta, nhung nha nho 13 cai phan cé y-thic trong qudc-dan, cong 4y ciing duoc mot phan
to vay.

“Hoac-gia noi: Cong gay dung cho nudc la cong cua nhitng bac anh-hung hao-
kiét 1am nén nhiing su-nghiép vi-dai vé-vang, str sach con truyén, doi sau ca-tung; ha
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phai 1a cong cua mot 1ii thay d6 dai lung ton vai, chi biét ca doi gam chit nha vian, 6n lai
nhitng cau sdo cii cua tién-nhan?

“Van biét thé, va cai 1ong suing-thuong anh-hiing bao gid ciing phai c6. Nhung
nguoi anh-hing khéng phai 1a cai moén thuong & doi, chinh 12 cai qua qui caa troi. Co-
nhan d3 n6i mubn gy 18n mot bac anh-hang phai ndi séng lao luc trong bao 1au méi
chung duc duogc cai khi thiéng. Ngudi anh-huing chi xuat-hién nhitng budi nguy-co, va cai
cong dang-dinh chi & cai cong oanh-liét trong nhat-thai. Cai cong duy-tri méi 1a cai cong
can-cl & hang ngay vay.

“Cong duy-tri 4y phan nhiéu 1a céng cua thay d6 nho vay.

“N6i d¢én nha nho, khong thé khong néi dén thay do.

“Thay d6 la cai hinh-anh théng-thuong binh-di cia nha nho. Vi nha nho ciing ¢
nhiéu hang. Pai-khai c6 hang nha nho d3 hién-dat, nghia 1a thi dd l1am quan, cdng-nhién
ra tri dan giap nuéc; c6 hang nha nho khéng thanh-cong, gia doi lao-dao noi truong-oc,
van-nién maoi xoay ra day hoc, 1am thudc, xem dét; c6 nha nho xuat-chinh, ¢4 nha nho an-
don. Than-thé tuy c6 khac ma tam-ly thoi cling mot. Cho nén ngay trong hang hién-dat,
c¢6 ngudi 1am dén quan to ma khi tudi gia vé huu ciing mé truong day hoc, nhu mot thay
d6 thuong vay. Tuy-nhién thay do phan nhiéu la thuoc vé hang nha nho khong thanh-
cdng, khong hién-dat, s6 nay 1a sb nhiéu lim. Phai nha nho vi nhu mot doan quin-doi,
thoi quan 16n quan nho, 6ng cong 6ng nghe, 1a hang tuéng-t4, bac si-quan, con nhiing
thay d6 vo-danh 1a hang quan-linh ca. Trong quan-ddi, tudng-si van la can, ma quan-linh
lai 1 phan quan-h¢ Iim nira. Nha nho hién-dat dudong nhu khong phai 1a nha nho thuan-
tdy nira; nha nho thuan-tdy 1a nha nho troi-tron, khong c6 pham-tuéc danh-vi gi ca. Nha
nho troi tron thi con ai bang thay do qué nita? (...)

“Thay do la thay cai thay ddi tinh-than cua doi quan qudc-dan. Poi-quan nay ma
duogc nghiém-trang té-chinh, c¢é thong-hé, cé ky-luat, biét giit nén-nép trong gia-dinh, biét
theo 1&-phép cua x&-hoi, biét trung-quan, biét ai-qudc, biét doc long tin-ngudng & dao
Thénh-hién, 1a nhd & céi cong vo-danh cua bon cai-ddi vo-danh d6 vay.

“Nay lai vi x8-hoi nhu moét cai truong hoc 16n: ma x&-hoi nudc Nam qua la mot
truong hoc 1on that; nudc ta tuy khong c6 & cudng-béach gido-duc, nhung cé thé noi la
hau hét qubc-dan ai cling c¢6 chi di hoc ca, chi d6 hodc vi canh-ngd ma khong thé dat
dugc, nhung du ngudi ban-tién ciing ¢6 1ong ham-mé yéu-mén sy hoc. Ca nudc 1a mot
cai truong hoc 16n, trudng ty-nhién, truong thién-thanh, khong can phai Nha-nuéc can-
thiép, chang c6 han nam, han tudi, han ngay, han gio gi ca, ciing chang can phai dinh
chuong-trinh hoc-khda gi hét. Thay gi4o day cai truong qubc-dan do tac 1 thay do,
khong phai 1a ngudi cua Nha-nudc, khong thugce vao ngach nao ca, khong c6 lwong-bdng,
khong bi kiém-ddc, rat la tu-do, rit 1a thong-tha, ma “chan thién-uy w roi mdy”, oai-
quyén Iam-liét, khong nhiing 1i tré phai khiép-so ma ngudi lon ciing né-vi. Subt trong
qudc-dan, ai ai ciing 1a & trong tay thay do ma ra ca, thay do day cho biét chi, thay dd
nan cho nén ngudi, thay d6 v& 1ong cho trude da, roi sau ¢ tai mai bay-nhay 1én cao xa
ma lam nén cdng kia nghiép no, hay la bat-tai khong c6 cai khiéu hoc-hanh thi di cay di
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cudc, 1am rudng lam vuon, quiy géng quiy ganh, di ban di budn, ciing vach duoc ba chir
ky, doc duoc tén dng vai, biét trong nhan-nghia, giit 18-phép, 4y ciing 12 nho thay d6 phé
ngu cho vay.

“Lai vi x8-hoi nhu mét cai gido-hoi 16n, tdn-gido la dao Nho, gido-chu la 6ng
Khdng, ma gi4o-si tic 1a thiy dd. Thay do tuyén-truyén cai ton-gido ho Khéng, dem
kinh-thanh truyén-hién ma truyén day cho qudc-dan, than bb-y ma nho oai-quyén mét céi
dao luan-ly c6 cua A-dong rat hop véi nhan-sinh, véi quan-ching, twa-hd nhu c6 mot céi
vé hao-quang than-bi vay.

“Oi! thay dd nhu vay chang 1a vé-vang lam du? Ma mét xa-hdi ¢d hang thay d6
d6, ching 1a cai bao-chuéng dé giit-gin cho dwgc yén-6n, phong-ngit cho khoi hoa-loan
du? Chang la cai bao-chudng vitng-vang bén-chat du?

“Cho nén néi rang duy-tri cho x&-hoi, tiéu-biéu cho danh-gi4o, ho-vé cho phong-
hoa, 4y 1 cai cong cua nha nho, va trong bon nha nho 1a cai céng cua thay do phan nhiéu
Vay.

“Nay thay do tuy la cai kiéu nha nho théng-thuong trong dan-gian, nhung nha nho
khong phai 1a thay do hét ca.

“Néu nha nho la thay db hét ca thi c6 I chira hoan-toan xing-dang 1a hang “thic-
gid xa-hgi” trong nudc, la ké chi-truong hudng-dao cho qubc-dan, vi cai van-ménh tinh-
than caa mot nuéc khdng thé & ca mot bon gido-su day hoc, hay mot bon muyc-su truyén-
dao duoc.

“Ngoai cai cong duy-tri, con co cai cong xudng-suat nita, ngoai cai céng bao-ton
con ¢6 cai cong hung-khoi nira. Cong nay cling 1a cong cua nha nho, nhung l1a nha nho
khoat-dat, nha nho quén-thdng, nha nho bac-nhd, nha nho cao-thugng, nha nho da qua
bac “Tiéu-Thira” t6i bac “Pai-Thira” vay.

“Nha dai-triét-hoc nudce Phap doi nay la 6ng Henri Bergson, mai xuat-ban mot bo
sach 1a két-qua cai su-nghiép tu-tuong ctia 6ng trong bén muoi nim nay, sach dé 1a “Hai
cai nguon cua luan-ly va ton-gido” (Les deux sources de la morale et de la religion).
Ong cho luan-ly co hai thir: mot cai “luan-ly kin” (morale close), mot cai “luan-ly ngo”
(morale ouverte); tbn-gido cling vay: mot cai “tdn-gido tinkh” (religion statique), mot cai
“ton-gido dong” (religion dynamique). Cai “luan-ly kin” va cai “tén-gido tinh” 1a dé duy-
tri cho x&-hoi ¢6 nén-nép duoc viing-bén; goi 1a “kin”, 1a vi n6 chi khu-khu & trong phép-
tic di-truyén cua doi trude, khong dam vuot ra ngoai qui-ci; goi 1a “sink”, 1a vi né thi-
thanh yén-tinh, khong c6 phan-khoi hoat-dong. Ton-gido ay, luan-ly 4y khong phai la
khong c6 cong; c6 cong Iam, vi néu khong c6 luan-ly 4y, ton-gido ay lam bao-chudng thi
doan-thé dén lia-tan, xa-hoi dén giai-tan. Nhung néu x&-hoi toan thuoc luan-ly ay, ton-
gi4o 4y chu-truong chi-phéi, thi tit ngung-tré lai, khdng tién-hoa 1én duoc, thanh ra “hda-
thach” ma khong c6 sinh hoat nita. Cho nén ngoai céi luan-ly kin 1a céi luan-ly caa phan
déng, ngoai cai ton-gido tinh 1a cai ton-gido cua sd nhiéu, can phai c6 mét cai “luan-ly
ngs”, mot cai “ton-gido dong” dé khién cho nguoi ta phan-khoi ma tién I1én: goi 1a “ngs”
la vi n6 khong bi-tic ma lai khai-thong, thoi-thuong du-duong trong cdi tiéu-dao ty-tai;
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goi 1a “déng” 1a vi nd hoat-bét siéu-viét, mudn ding-duoc ma truc-tiép véi cdi than-bi
cao xa. Luan-ly nay, tdn-giao nay chi 1a riéng cho mat sé it nguoi 16i-lac ma thoi, that 1a
nhitng ké hudng-dao tinh-than cho ca nhan-quan x&-hoi.

“Nay dao Nho la vira gom ca luan-ly, ca tén-gi4o; trong luan-ly vira gom ca céi
luan-ly kin cung cai luan-ly ngo, trong tdn-gido vira gom ca céi ton-gido tinh cung cai
ton-gido dong. Phung-su tuyén-truyén cai luan-ly kin, cai ton-gido tinh, 1a phan-su nha
nho “tiéu-thira”, tirc 1a thay do ta vay. Phung-su tuyén-truyén céi luan-ly ngo, céi ton-
gido dong, 1a phan-su nha nho “dai-thira”, 13 nhitng bac bac-hoc ning-van, triét-nhan
quan-tir, biét virot ra ngodi nhitng cau tir-vin trong sach cd ma dat cho téi cai chi-dao cua
Thanh-hién.

“Vay thoi thay do chi 1a2 mot nha nho “tiéu-thira” ma théi. Cai dao nho “hg-thira”
do6, ciing nhu cai luan-1y “kin”, cai ton-giao “finh” cta Bergson, 1a can-thiét cho quan-
chlng, cho nén thay do tuyén-truyén cai dao ay la cd cong véi xa-hoi. Nhung néu céi
tam-ly thay do, cai tinh-than ha-thira ma banh-truéng ra qua, lan-lap khap ca, thoi khong
khoi 1am hep mét nghia dao di, bién mot cai dao-gido rat hay thanh mot mé phién-vin
tran-hi, khong khoi ngan-tra cho su tién-hoa chung.”

(“Nha Nho”, Nam Phong Mai 1932)

Nho sy phan tich ranh r&, Pham Quynh tim ra dugc 1y do da khién cho Nho-giao suy doi:
Cai luan ly “kin” da tran ngap gi6i nha nho dwong thoi va chinh cai tam ly hwong-nguyén cua
nhitng nha nho “tiéu-thiza”, “cai tam 1y 18-nhugng, can-thu”, qua trong phan hinh thic phép tac
bé ngoai khién gigi Nho-hoc thanh ra nhu nhugc, hep hoi, ¢b chap, va diéu nay da gay thiét hai
cho dat nuéc.

Ong di chi trich nhitng ké hwrong-nguyén nhu sau:

“Huong-nguyén 1a ké gia dao-duc, ngoai mat lam ra cai thai-do cung-kinh can-
nghiém, ma ky-thuc san long hoa-dong véi luu-tuc, a-dua véi ké huong-nhan bi-tién.
Huong-nguyén chinh 1a thay d6 qué bién-hiép, khong c6 nghi-luc, khdng co khi-khai gi,
hoc dao thanh-hién ma hinh nhu hoc dén dau chi 1am cho dao hep dén d6, udén nghia-ly
cua thanh-hién cho vira bang cai tim nhan-cach nhé-nhen cia minh.” (“Nha Nho”)

Ong tin twong rang “dao nho con dung duoc ¢ doi ndy, khdng phai 1a cai dao tiéu-thira
cua phai hwong-nguyén, chinh la cai dao dai-thira caa nha chan-nho vay.”

Do d6, ong da bién ho cho dao Nho chan chinh va tim cho Nho-hoc mot chd ding trong
xa hoi ngay nay nhu sau:

“Nhu cai thuyét “nhén, nghia, 1&, tri”, thi that 1a giuvdng-mdi cua dao-duc luan-ly
mudn doi. Pem nhitng vi-ngdn ciia dao-nghia cua co-thanh-hién ma phét-huy céi tinh-ly
né bao-ham & trong may cai quan-niém tham-trdim mau-nhiém do, roi xét xem céi cach
nén (ng-dung ra doi ndy thé nao, d6 chang phai 1a mot viéc ma nha nho nén nhiét-thanh
dam-nhiém du?

“Lai nhu céi thuyét “tu, t&, tri, binh”, ha chang phai la tiéu-biéu cho mot céi ly-
tuong 1am nguoi rat thAm-tram va rat thiét-thyc du? Thuyét nay vira kiém duoc ca céi
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chu-nghia ca-nhan, chu-nghia gia-toc, chu-nghia qudc-gia, chu-nghia xi-hoi, chu-nghia
thé-gidi, khéng céi nao mau-thuin véi cai nao, hét thay déu nhu hiép-tac véi nhau theo
mot cai trat-ty rat 13 hop véi 18 thién-nhién vay.

“Ngudi ta trudc hét phai tu-than, nghia 13 trau-gidi cho nhan-cach minh duoc
hoan-toan; dy la chi-nghia ca-nhan d6. Roi phai té-gia, nghia 13 cai-quan trong gia-dinh
cho ¢ trat-ty, theo céi ché-do gia-truong cia Péng-phuwong; d6 13 chi-nghia gia-toc, ma
da ham c6 tinh-cach chii-nghia xa-hoi mot doi chut, vi gia-toc 1a mot cai tiéu-xa-hoi,
cling nhu huong-dang 1a mét cai tiéu-tridu-dinh vay. Rdi phai tri-qudc, nghia 1a ra tham-
dur viéc nudc, lo cai van-ménh chung cho quéc-gia, cho x&-hoi; d6 1a chu-nghia qudc-gia,
chu-nghia x3-hoi chan-chinh. R6i dén sau ciing phai binh thién-ha, nghia 1a muu sy hoa-
binh hanh-phuc cho ca loai nguoi; d6 1a chi-nghia thé-gigi, hay la chu-nghia qubc-té, hay
Ia chu-nghia nhén-dao, hay la chu-nghia bac-ai, danh-tir c6 khac, nhung cai ton-chi cling
la mot, 1a mudn cho ca thién-ha duoc yén-on sung-suéng, biét thwong-yéu gidp-da Ian
nhau, chtr dirng tuong-tan twong-hai nhau nira.

“Ay cai dao Nho dai-thira né rong-rai sdu-xa nhu vay. Ai dam bao rang dao ay
khong hop voi thoi-dai nay? Pao dy 1a dao thién-cd, loai nguoi ta con sinh-trudng trén
mat dat nay thi doi ndo nudc nao ciing 1a thich-hop.”

Hoc gia Pham Quynh ciing c6 mot bai ngan viét vé quan niém tu than, té gia, tri quac,
binh thién ha ctia Nho-hoc nhu sau:

“Khéng-giao day ta nhirng gi? Pao Khong khong phai mot dao cao-siéu huyén-bi
chi: dao Khong day ta phai 1am nguoi cho xang-dang, truge khdng ho-then véi luong-
tam, sau ¢ bo-ich cho xa-hoi; bat dau sira minh, rdi té nha, tri nuéc, roéi dén gidp cong
cho sy tién-hda chung trong thién-ha. Hozc-gia noi: by nhiéu diéu co riéng gi cho dao
Khéng, dao nao khdng day ngudi nhu thé. Van biét thé, nhung dao Khong day nguoi ta
mot cach thiét-tha an-can, duong nhu ngoai cai dao lam ngudi d6, khong con co gi thiét-
dang hon nita. Pao Khong chi chau-tuan trong vong nhan-sy, nhung mudén cho nhat-thiét
viéc doi déu chinh-ly nghiém-trang ca, trong tu 10ng ngudi, ngoai dén x&-hoi, déu co trat-
ty chinh-dn. Cai ly-tuong tuyét-dich ciia dao Khong khdng phai la céi ly-twong siéu-
hinh than-bi gi, chinh 1a cai ly-tuong nguodi “quan-tir”, nghia 13 mot ke biét song l1am
ngudi mot cach hoan-toan, khéng oén troi, khong trach nguoi, khong ham-ho nhiing
chuyén xa-xdi, khong thiét-tha nhitng diéu nho-mon, ctr ung-dung khoan-thai ma gitr lay
hoa-binh diéu-do, thoi-thuong tiéu-dao trong cdi tri nén nhan, nhung 1am-sy ciing biét hi-
sinh cho dao trung dao hiéu. Vi dao Khdng trong nhat 1a phuong-dién luan-ly, va trong
phuong-dién luan-ly trong nhét 1a cai ché-do gia-toc, cho nén lay chir hiéu lam dau cac
due, va dit ra tho cha me td tién dé cung-cd cai doan-thé gia-toc, coi hau nhu mot nén
tén-gido, nhung 1a mot ton-gido rat sang-sua hop-1&, khdng co gi 1a huyén-hoic am-
mudi.” (Nam Phong Décembre 1925)
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Gan véi thoi dai caa chung ta hon, c6 bac si Nguyén Vin The (1921 — 2014). Ong tét
nghiép Pai-hoc Y-khoa Ha-N6i nam 1952, phuc vu nganh Quan-y Quan-luc Viét-Nam Cong-
hoa tir nam 1952 dén nam 1965, d3 ting 1a Gido-su Pai-hoc Van-khoa va Pai-hoc Minh-Bic vé
mén triét Pong. Sau nam 1975, 6ng sang dinh cu & Hoa-Ky.

Trong loi Phi L caa quyén sach bién khao Chan-dung Khong-tiz (1969), ong da néi nhu
sau:

“Chung ta chang phai 1a nhitng ké ¢6 hu, nhét thiét bam viu vao nhitng duong
xua, 16i cii. Chung ta ciing chang phai 1a nhitng ké ngu muoi c6 thién-kién, dén ndi chang
nhan-dinh ra duoc nhiing céi hay cia nén van-minh khoa-hoc, vat-chat hién-thoi. Ching
ta khong phai 1a nhiing ké “khéng tudng” sdng trén may xanh, ma ching ta s& hét sic
thic-té. Ching ta s& hét stc vo-tu trong cong-trinh khao sét cua ching ta, sé hét stc thuc-
té, hét sic khoa-hoc.”

Phan khao sat trong quyén Chan-dung Khéng-tiz ¢c6 20 chwong trong d6 cé nhiing
chuong véi tya dé nhu sau:

- Puc Khong, con nguoi nhiét thanh di tim chan-ly

- Puc Khéng, con ngudi rat cii va rit méi

- Puc Khéng, con ngudi biét thuan theo cac dinh-luat cua troi dat (L&)

- Puc Khéng, con ngudi linh-dong va uyén-chuyén (Dich)

- Duc Khdng, mét thi s (Kinh Thi)

- Puc Khong, con ngudi nghé-si (Nhac)

- Puc Khong, mét vi gido su gwong mau

- Puc Khéng, mot si-gia (Kinh Thu va Xuén Thu)

- Puc Khéng, mot chinh-tri-gia (Luan ngir, Pai Hoc)

- Téng-luan: Buc Khong ich loi gi cho ching ta?

Nam 1996, bac-si va ba Nguyén Van Tho (khué danh L& Thi Yén) hoan tat bo Dich Kinh
Pai Toan, gom ba tap, véi rat nhidu cdng phu ma hai vi tac gia tin rang “rat co ich cho thé hé mai

2

Sau.

Nha vin Nguyén Hién-Lé (1912 — 1984) da viét rat nhiéu sach, tir sach triét hoc, vin
hoc, lich sir dén tay bat, khao luan.
Nam 1972, 6ng cho xuat ban quyén Nha gido ho Khéng véi muc dich tim hiéu “nha gido

”
A

ma doi sau ton 1a “van thé su biéu”. Ong d4 trich tir Lugn ngiz dé c6 tai liéu bién soan quyén Nha
giao ho Khang, tuong tu nhu hoc gia H5 Thich chi dung Lugn ngi 1am tai liéu xac dang nhat ¢é
tim hiéu vé tu tuong Khong-ti.

Theo hoc gia Ho Thich* (1891 — 1962), nhiéu sach do Khéng-tir san dinh da bi doi sau
thém thit vao.

“Con bo Ludn ngiz tuy khdng phai do Khdng-tir viét ra, thi lai rat dang tin cay, rat
c6 ich. Sach nay do dé-tir ciia cac dé-tir Khong mon ghi lai nhitng 1oi dam-thoai va nghi-
luan cua Khong-tir va cac dé-tir cua Ngai. Pham mudn nghién-ctu hoc-thuyét Khong-ti,
ching ta can c6 sach nay va tham-khao thém Djch truyén va Xuan-thu. Ngoai ra khdng
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con sach nao dang tin nira ca.” (Trung-quac triét-hoc-sir dai-ciong, ban dich cia Huynh
Minh Buc, Saigon, 1969)

[* H6 Thich, qué & An-Huy (Trung-Hoa). Nam 1910 6ng sang Hoa-Ky dinh hoc vé canh nong tai Dai-hoc
Cornell, nhung ong d6i ¥, hoc vé van chuong va triét hoc. Sau khi ¢6 cir nhan tai Cornell, 6ng ghi danh hoc
triét tai Pai-hoc Columbia.]

Céc chuong trong quyén Nha gido ho Khong cé tira dé nhu sau:
l. Khong-tir 13 mot nha gido trudc hét

. Céach mang giao duc

[Il.  Tinh tinh va tu cach Khong-tir

IV.  Céch Khong-tir day hoc

V.  Tinhthay trd

VI.  Van thé su biéu

Nam 1978, nha van Nguyén Hién-Lé thyc hién xong tac pham Khéng Tir. Ngay trang dau
tién, 6ng viét nhu sau:

“Triét thuyét nao ciing chi dé ciru cai t& cua mot thoi théi. Mubn danh gid mot
triét thuyét thi phai dat n6 vao thoi caa né, xem né giai quyét duoc nhitng van dé cua thoi
d6 khong, c6 1a mot tién bo so véi cac thoi trudge, mot ngudn cam hing cho cac doi sau
khong. Va néu sau muoi thé hé, nguoi ta thdy né van con 1am cho dirc tri con ngudi duoc
nang cao thi phai coi n6 1a mot cong hién 16n cho nhan loai r6i.”

Sach vé ban vé Khong-tir va Nho-hoc hdy con nhiéu. Thién nghi cach hay nhat dé tim
hiéu Nho-hoc 1a ty minh doc cac sach can ban cua Nho-hoc 12 Ti-thuw va Ngi-kinh va ty minh
tham dinh triét thuyét Nho-hoc, khdng qua mét sy phé binh nao ca.

Ng6 Thi Quy Linh
viét thang 6 nam 2015, hiéu dinh thang 8 nam 2017
www.ylinhpublishing.weebly.com

Sach da xuat ban:

- Suwr Xanh Luwu Truyén, 1991

- Luoc sir Triét ly Gido duc Viét Nam, 1997
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- Viet Nam va Cong Cugc Duy Tan, 2019

- Phqgt giao Viét Nam, 2020
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