Conversation With a Mosquito
English translation by Vuong Thanh, 2019

A quiet autumn night,

Lying alone, listening to the buzzings of a mosquito.

I sit up by the curtain and ask her:

Hey mosquito, why are you so lazy?

There’s so many occupations to choose from to make a
living,

so why do you suck the blood of the people?

Why do you harm them while they are sick and weak?
Aren’t you afraid of the stink and dirtiness?

Of what use is it to be despised?

Morever, it's an ungrateful life!

These despicable occupations why you are so fond of?
From now on, you should quit this bad habit,

and follow the good path of making a living.

A few words of advice, well-meaning

Whether you should or not, let’s discuss it?

The mosquito thinks for a while then replies:

In these times and ages, does right or wrong matter?
We are just tiny insects

We need to keep our bellies full,

And why should we think of others?

Néi Chuyén Véi Muoi
- Phan B6i Chau, 1930

Giilra dém thu trgi yén gio lang,

Mét minh nam c¢é lang tai nghe...

Lang nghe di mudi vo ve,

Bén man day hoi ti te may loi:

Hoéi di muoi sao ludi biéng thé?

Thiéu chi nghé kiém ké nudi than,

Ma di hat mau nhan dan,

Hai ngudi dang budi mé man cho danh?
Sao chang quan héi tanh nho nhuéc,

Bi ché bai c6 dudc ich gi?

Va ching, dn x6i 6 thi,

Nhirng nghé hén mat sao di lai uva?

Gig tré di nén chtra théi cii

Noi theo dudng sang sua lam an,

May Igi khuyén nhu an can,

Nén chang xin hay phan tran cung nhau...
Muo6i ngam nghi héi lau dap lai:
- Thai buéi nay trai, phai sa chi?
Chiing t6i la vat vo tri,

Hé minh no bung, biét gi dén ai?



Kia thur hoi loai ngugai ta do,

Just ask your human kind Ld tham quan nao cé thuaong ai?
Those greedy officials, do they have compassion for Chi di béc 16t ciia nguai,

anyone? Lam nén giau c6 mot dgi suéng than.
They only exploit the people, Nao cé tudng dén dan déi kha,

To become rich and lead a life of pleasure Tiéng ché cudi gac bo ngoai tai!

Do they ever think of the hungry poor people? Huéng chi khac giong khac loai?

The anger and despise of others fall on their deaf ears!

Let alone those of a different life species./.
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