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Mot nguoi ban My cua tdi vira c6 dai tang. Ong cu than sinh ban toi da ngoai 80
tudi, song mot minh ¢ Charleston, tinh tinh rat doc 1ap nhu nhimg nhan vat mién
Nam trong céc tiéu thuyét cua William Faulkner, John Steinbeck... Ngudi ban My
1a mot chuyén vién tai chinh cho mét cong ty thwong mai 16n & Hoa Thinh Don.
Cong viéc lam anh ta bu dau, mdi tuan chi & Hoa Thinh Pon c6 hai ngay. Nhiing
ngay con lai, anh ta & Niru Udc, noi ¢ actions, nhu ban toi van néi. Pai 16 sd 5,
dai 10 Madison, thi truong chimg khoan... Nhitng thir d6 lam ban t61 khong lic nao
ngoi tay, ranh tri dé nhd dén ong bd séng mot minh & Charleston.

Ban t6i thuc ra, van hay noi dén ong cu, trén ban giéy lam viéc c6 ca mot burc hinh
cua 6ng cu, diéu rat hiém thay noi nhimg ngudi My, hinh anh thuong chi 14 vo, con
hay ban gai... Cu déi mii Panama, hut xi ga, so mi soc, qu?m md ga, no do, hai sg1
day deo rat dom dang. Trong hinh, cu cudi hé ha nhu Theodore Roosevelt vua ha
dugc mot con su tor & Phi Chau. Cu ba qua doi hon hai chuc nam trudc. Cu 6ng
song mot minh vi ban t6i di 16n va cong viéc dua anh cang ngay cang xa
Charleston.

Thinh linh, cy bi dot qui, luc dang lam vuon va ra di nhanh chong. Ban toi cubng
cuong bay tir Niru Udc xudng Charleston, ~nhung khong kip. Tang 1& xong, ban t6i
tr& vé Hoa Thinh Pén, rti toi di an. Budi toi hom 4y ban toi budn bi kinh khung. 0
My, nhiing chuyén ra di nhu vay khong lam nguoi ta xtc dong qua nhiéu. Ong
Baker trong lic dang ¢ Trung Dong trong chuyén di van dong hoa binh thi cu ba
mat Ong bo ngang chuyén di dé tré vé My, Ngoai Truong My lai binh thuong
xuat hién ¢ cudc hop bao. Nhiéu ngudi xtc dong, dau dén khi con chéd, con meéo
trong nha chét con hon 1a khi nhitng nguoi than nhu 6ng bd, ba me qua doi. Nhiéu
nguoi tiéu rat nhiéu tién cho tang 18 (?) cua nhimg con ché, con méo va cian din khi
chét, xin dem cai tang nhimg con vat ndy va dem chon bén canh cho cudc doi sip
to1 do co don.

Luc an xong, ngdi udng ca phé, ban té1i mai cho biét tai sao cai chét cua 6ng cu lai
lam anh dau dén qué dang nhu vay. Anh dua cho xem mot trang sach, co 1€ dugc
x¢ tr mot cudn tho nao do, voi mot bai tho nhu thé nay:



Néu ngueoi ¢é bao gio yéu ta,
Hay yéu ta vao luc nay, luc ta con
biét dwgc nhitng tinh cam diu dang, dam tham
chay tuon tuw trai tim tinh cam dich thyc
Hay yéu ta vao luc nay
Khi ta con dang séng
Pirng doi dén lic ta da ra di
roi méi khéc nhitng 161 du yém dé 1én bia da,
nhitng loi noi ngot ngao trén bia da lanh bang
Néu nguoi dinh néi nhitng diéu triu mén,
Hay noi cho ta nghe ngay bay gio.
Néu doi dén khi ta yén ngu
Khong bao gio thirc ddy
Thi hic d6, giwd ching ta dd cé cdi chét len vao giud,
Ta sé khéng con nghe dwoc tiéng cud nguoi,
Vi thé nén, néu nguoi co yéu ta, cho du la mot chut thoi
Hay cho ta biét trong lic ta con song
Pé ta cé thé tran quy nhitng tinh cam dy.

THE TIME IS NOW

If you are ever going to love me,
Love me now, while I can know
The sweet and tender feelings
Which from true affection flow.
Love me now
While I am living;

Do not wait until I'm gone
And then have it chiseled in marble,
Sweet words on ice-cold stone
If you have tender thoughts of me
Please tell me now.

If you wait until I am sleeping,
Never to awaken,

There will be death between us
And I won’t hear you then.

So, if you love me, even a little bit,
Let me know it while I am living
So I can treasure it.

Author Unknown — 1991 Crestors Syndicate



T& gidy c6 in bai tho Ay, ban t6i n6i duoc tim thiy trong mot cudn thanh kinh &
dau givong cud ong cu va kep cung véi trang sach do, 1a buc hinh cua ban t61 khi
anh t6t nghiép dai hoc.

Khéng phai 12 ban t6i, t61 ¢6 thé tudng tuong ra duoc nhiing diéu chay qua dau éng
cu. Nguoi dan ong day tu 4i, doc 1ap d6 van khong gidu duge ‘nhiing tinh cam cua
ong. Ong van thém c6 duoc tinh cam cua dua con trai duy nhat. Nhung 6 ong lai rat
1a mot nguoi dan ong. Ong cu c6 thé chi can nhéc cai dién thoai 1én, bam vai con
sO 1a nghe duoc tleng con trai dau d6 & Hoa Thinh Pén. Nhung 6ng cu da khong
lam thé. Ong ngoi cho... Va ban toi, luc d6 c6 the anh dang con ¢ ban an tdi voi
mot khach hang, co thé anh dang dua co ban gai vé nha, ¢ thé anh dang loay hoay
trong bép véi bud t6i... Va chuyén vé Charleston thim 6ng cu d3 bi hodn di, hodn
lai may lan.

Chuyén vé Charleston da qua muon! Ban ti n6i anh san sang doi bat ctr gi anh c6
trén doi chi dé dugc cau nodi anh da qua ban, quéa vo tinh, qua luoi biéng nén da
khong noi kip.

T61 ma 1a anh ban My nay, t61 cling s€ ghét té1 y hét nhu vay.

Bui Bao Truc
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